


6U!)1.10Ml8N SM8N 

aoeds�uewJOµad 

























,., 

♦ 

ns 

Les salutations au Senegal 

Greetings 
You're visiting with your friend Adama 
Ndiaye in Saint-Louis, Senegal. How does 
he greet you? 

a. He just says: Salut!

b. He gives you a hug.
c. He asks you how your whole

family is doing, first in Arabic,
then in Wolof.

In Africa, greetings can take up to 15 minutes. The person not only 
asks "How are you doing?" but also, "And your mom, your dad, your 
husband, your children, your sister, your brother? ... " Then one goes 
on to inquire about a person's health, job, vehicle, and so on. 

In Senegal, even though French is the official language, the custom is 
to greet a person first in Arabic: "Salam aleykoum" (Peace be with you}, 
then in Wolof: "Na nga def?" (How are you?}, "Naka sa wa ker?"

(How is the family?) 

ET TOI? 

1. What do you say or do when you
greet a friend? How does it differ
from a Senegalese greeting?

2. Can you think of a situation in the
United States in which a greeting
might occur in two languages?

111111unaute 
Join a French club 
There are probably clubs at your school where you can 
meet new people and take part in a variety of activities. 
Can you think of a place in your community where you 
could meet French speakers? The Alliance fran�aise is 
usually a good source of information. Is there one in 
your area? What activities do they offer? What would 
be the advantages of meeting native French speakers or 
joining a French-speaking association or club? Des eleves a la bibliotheque 
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